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Unit Plan Template
Note:  Type in the gray areas.

	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Beth Scherry

	Course Name(s)
	Grade 10 History

	Course Section(s)
	(Textbooks /supplemental materials you will use)


	Unit Overview

	Unit Plan Title
	What Caused the Great Depression

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	Essential Question
	 

	Unit Questions
	

	Unit Summary

	Students will analyze the many causes of major political, economic and social developments during the 1920s and 1930s with emphasis on the Great Depression. Students will also get a sense of the despair and desperation felt by United States citizens during these difficult times. 

Students will create a newspaper describing events in their story.


	Vocabulary: 

	· Great Depression

· credit

· speculation

· stock exchange

· buying on margin

· Black Tuesday

· Dow Jones Industrial Average (Dow)

· trade policy 

· regulatory policy 

· monetary policy

· fiscal policy




	Grade Level (Click boxes of all grade levels that apply)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 K-2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 6-8

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ESL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gifted and Talented
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3-5

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-12

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: Varing Exceptionalities 


	


	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	Students will understand the major historical patterns in the world during the 20th century  and be able to analyze the importance of these historical events on their lives.

	Targeted State Frameworks/Content Standards/Benchmarks

	· H.B.1.10.1

· SS.A.1.10.1
Ohio Standards 
Connection:

History

Benchmark F 

Identify major historical patterns in the domestic 
affairs of the United States during the 20th century and explain their significance.

Indicator 9 

Analyze the major political, economic and social developments of the 1920s including:

a. The Red Scare;
b. Women’s right to vote;

c. African-American migrations from the
 South to the North;

d. Immigration restrictions, nativism, race riots and the reemergence of the
Ku Klux Klan;

e. The Roaring Twenties
and the Harlem Renaissance;

f. Stock market speculation and the stock market 
crash of 1929.

Indicator 10 
Analyze the causes and consequences of major political, economic and social developments of 
the 1930s with emphasis on:

a. The Great Depression;

b. The Dust Bowl;

c. The New Deal.



	Procedures

	1. Instructional Procedures:
Day One

1. Conduct the pre-assessment activity and discuss. 

2. Provide students with a brief introduction to the idea of ‘business cycles’ or the expansion and contraction of the economy.

3. Have students read the relevant section(s) of the textbook as homework. Tell them to read for information related to the causes of the Great Depression and how it differed from normal recessions in the business cycle. 

Day Two

4. Distribute Attachment A, Exploration Graphic Organizer, and explain that the students are to take notes on each section of the chart as the lesson proceeds. 

5. Ask a series of questions to elicit information about the causes of the Great Depression, such as: What was happening with international trade at this time? How was the manufacturing industry faring? What was happening in agriculture? How did the banking industry react at this time? As students share what they read for homework, help them make notes and categorize the information under the headings on Attachment A. If the textbook does not address one of the areas listed on Attachment A or has insufficient information, provide supplemental information. Use Attachment C, Post-Assessment Sample Answers, to provide commentary.  
Day Three
6. Continue questioning students and help them finish completing Attachment A. Have students check their notes and answer any questions. Summarize points listed for each section of the chart.

7. Select excerpts from various historical fiction and non-fiction works about the Great Depression that relate to the causes of the Depressionoutline in the completed Attachment A and that show a sense of the despair and desperation of the times. Read the excerpts to the class. 

8. Display four Depression-era photographs.

9. Tell students to analyze the photos  and write a paragraph describing their general mood. 

10. Have students choose one person from the photos and write a one-page journalentry. The journal should be completed from that person’s perspective and should include a heading with the person’s name, location and the date. The body of the journal text should include a description of a typical day in the life of that person. 

11. Give the students 20 minutes to complete this activity and have volunteers share what they wrote.
Day Four
12. Have students complete the post-assessment. Determine student achievement by using the scoring guidelines.



	Approximate Time Needed (Example: 45 minutes, 4 hours, 1 year, etc.)

	3-4 weeks,  50 minute class periods

	Prerequisite Skills

	Pre-Assessment:
· Show students photographs from the 1920s and the 1930s. For example, share a photograph of the activity on Wall Street during the 1920s. Then, show students a photograph of a man in a pin-striped suit selling apples on the street during the 1930s. 

· Have the students write a brief explanation of what they believe are the two most important reasons behind the changed conditions shown in the photographs. 




	Materials and Resources Required For Unit


	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed.)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       


	Printed Materials – supplemental materials
	For the teacher:   Photographs of the 1920s and 1930s, literature selections on the Great Depression, computer, access to Internet.

For the students:  Writing supplies, textbook.



	Supplies
	Tapes, TV, Paper, Pencils, Calculators

	Internet Resources
	http://www.authorsden.com/visit/viewShortStory.asp?AuthorID=11276&id=8005
http://www.barrysclipart.com
http://images.google.com/
http://memory.loc.gov.
http://www.greenwood.k12.ok.us
(For an alternative perspective on this era’s events, discuss the “Black Wall Street” of the time, the Greenwood District of Tulsa, OK.)



	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	Resource Student
	N/A

	Gifted Student
	· Have students compare their Attachment A graphic organizers to check for accuracy and completeness.

· Provide students with peer note-takers.

· Provide extended time for completion of Attachment A.

· Allow students to choose a different method of assessment (oral, presentational, etc.)

Extensions:
· Have students find a current newspaper article that addresses one of the factors contributing to the Great Depression. Have students compare what is currently happening related to the selected factor with the conditions that led to the Great Depression. Ask students to explain why the country is, or is not, presently in a depression 

· Provide students with the following list of prices for common goods circa. 1932-1934. Have students use newspaper ads to compare current prices for the same goods.

Sirloin steak (per pound)
$0.29

Milk (per quart)


    .10

Chicken (per pound)

    .22

Cheese (per pound)

    .29

Bread (20-ounce loaf)

    .05

Tomatoes (16-ounce can)
    .09

Potatoes (per pound)

    .02

Oranges (per dozen)

    .27

Bananas (per pound)

    .07

Cornflakes (8 ounces)

    .08

Discuss with students the role played by inflation when comparing prices from any era with today’s prices. Have students compare the relative prices for two goods in the different time periods (e.g., a quart of milk costs twice as much as a 20-ounce loaf of bread in 1932-1934; today a quart of milk costs ____ relative to the cost for a 20-ounce loaf of bread).


	Student Assessment



	












After a group discussion of the task, have students write a one- to two-page paper on five factors they think contributed to the onset of the Great Depression. Explanation of and support for each factor must be included.

Scoring Guidelines:
Students will receive two points for each accurate explanation listed on Attachment C, Post Assessment Sample Answers, OR one point for each explanation that is partially correct.

Homework Options and Home Connections:
Have students read an article on a recent recession, researching the causes and government responses. Tell students to look for similarities in the causes of all recessions and compare them to the causes of the Great Depression. Have them identify developments during the 1930s that made the Depression unique in American history.
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