[image: image1.png]Chapter 6

Seen But Not Heard: ESEA and Instructional Aides
in Elementary Education

Karia C. Lewis
SERVE Regional Education Laboratory
University of North Carolina at Greenshoro

Tam very, very,very close with my kids .. chey're my babies .. | make it a point to really get o know my
kids, o let them know how much I care so when it gets i a ituation that | need to be firm and that  need
10 be rough and tough on ‘em they understand why. I¢s notjust .. that i’ justajob to me. Becausei's nor.
Ireally do. . 1 care bout my kids. I care bout all the kids i the buiding. (Olinthia, an instructonal aide)

nstructional aides were formally introduced to classrooms more than 40 years ago,

but their jobs have changed over time. Instructional aides do more than prepare
materials for teachers and monitor the lunchroom; they provide direct services to stu-
dents. As reflected in the preceding quotation, most instructional aides care about their
jobs and the students they work with, and sometimes they treat students as though
they were their own children.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act was authorized 40 years ago, and its
most recent iteration is the No Child Lefc Behind Act (NCLB), which guides federal
support for pre-K~12 education. More specifically, the Title I program in NCLB is
designed to help economically disadvantaged students reach high academic scandards.
NCLB hasalso had an cffect on the role of paraprofessionals in clementary cducation.
Al paraprofessionals working in programs supporced by Title I (Part A) funds must
meet new cducational requirements. New paraprofessionals will have had to complete
2 years of college or meet some other sate or local standard. In the case of parapro-
fessionals alrcady employed in a district, the deadline was extended until the end of
the 2005-2006 school year; chus, they will have had 4 years to meet the standard.

In addition, the amendment describes the duties of paraprofessionals as follows:
providing one-on-one tutoring, assisting with classroom management, providing assis-
tance in a computer library, providing support in a library or media center, acting as
a wranslator, providing instructional services while working under the direct supervi-
sion of a teacher, and conducting parent involvement acivities. Titles II, 11, V, and
Vil also allow the use of funds to provide professional development for instructional
aides. Title I and Title I funds may be used to help paraprofessionals become cer-
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