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Renewal of 6.66 -mill and 5.48 -mill Levies on May 5 Will

This is the sixth in a Not Raise Real Estate Tax Rates in Sheffield Village or

series of quarterly news

letters to our commu- Sheffield Lake

nity. In these messages

we hope to keep our We often hear people say, othe school system shoul
studentsd patsgBLfFdaBe run Iike a business.6 While no one wants

their neighbors up to comments are not meant literally, but metaphorically.
date on whatos happen-

ing in our schools. And By |l aw, the districtds budget must be balanced, wi
there are always new business of education is not concerned with showing a profit (by selling products for more than

things happening. the cost of manufacture or by reselling goods for more than cost) it is the education of young peo-

Whenever we make ple--our ultimate end product is a Brookside High School graduate.

changes to anything

that we do, the goal is The means within which school districts in Ohio must live come from two sources: Funding from

always to provide our the Ohio Department of Education and local property taxes. For decades those means have been

children with an inter- skewed toward a heavier dependence on local tax income, which the Ohio Supreme Court has

esting, challenging edu-  ruled unconstitutional on numerous occasions. We all hope that educational funding changes Gov.

cational experience. Ted Strickland is proposing to the Ohio Legislature will correct the long ~ -standing funding imbal-

ance that puts such an unfair burden on home owners.

Any funding changes at the state level will take time and the legislature has been historically
unwilling to have the state shoulder most of the cost of education. While we all wait for the sys-

ikt s e tem to finally change, the schools must continue to provide an appropriately challenging and com-

Renewal LevyNews 1 Pl ete education to our students. Wedre very proud
tinually strive to improve, itds fair to say weodve
Knol |l wood have achieved the stateds oexcellent sch
SuperintendentsRe- 2 i gdl e School are steadily progressing toward our

ort ) ) . . . . .
P Our most recent five -year financial forecast projects 2010 expenditure increases at twice the

amount of projected revenue increases. Treasurer Donald Breon said that, although the county
Financial News 2 auditords office projects a six percent increase |
state tax rollbacks the district will actually receive $10,500,000. With both renewals we can avoid
the $7 million deficit (by the year 2013) based on steadily declining state financial support for
school districts and the assumption that the $2.3 million emergency tax levy first approved in
Curriculum News: 3 1995 and the $1.89 million levy approved in 2005 are not renewed by the voters.

Breon also provided a five year forecast based on the same declining state revenues but with the
assumption that both levies are renewed by the voters. In that projection the district would not
fall into debt and risk another round of State Financial Oversight and cuts to educational pro-

Operations Update 4 grams and services to students as was done in the years prior to passage of the 2005 levy.

Our request for renewal of our operating levies is based on our need to operate our schools in an
atmosphere of financial stability. Approval of both renewals will mean no increase in real estate
Student Highlights 5 taxrates. The 14 -mill, $2,300,000 levy passed in 1995 was renewed by voters in 2000 at 11 mills

will be for 6.66 mills on May 5. The $1,894,000, 5.99 - - -
mill, five -year emergency operating levy approved in Anyone who would like to help with
g November 2005 will be rated at 5.48 mills this time. the renewal levy campaign, please
Schedules contact Mrs. Fabian at the BOE office
When voting, please remember that these levies will (440-94904202.
not increase taxes in Sheffield Lake or Sheffield Village.
20083091CalenCAING Voting Yes for the Sheffield  -Sheffield Lake School Renewal

Levies on May 5th Will NOT Increase Taxes

Athletics 8 Cardinal Pride, Community Wide !!
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Two Levy Renewals; No New Taxes

The Sheffield-Shef fi el d Lake City School Districtos
lutions to submit its two emergency operating levies to the electors of the school dis-
trict for renewal on the May 5, 2009 primary election ballot. The $2,300,000 levy first
passed in May, 1995 was renewed in 2000 and 2005. The $1,894,000 was passed in
November, 2005.

Renewals of emergency operating levies do not require any increase in taxes. As the
) total valuation of real estate within the school district increases, the millage required
Will Folger, Superintendent to raise the same total dollar amount originally approved
by the districtds voters dec

| am sure that many of you, like me, The original millage on the first (1995) levy was 14.06.
have taken a very strong interest in When it was renewed in March, 2000 it took 10.52 mills to
Governor Strickl and gse tteRdme $2R60 000 heak tévenue. In May, 2005
Plan especially as it relates to educa- the millage was reduced to 7.11 mills to raise the same tax

tion. Many of his points are in line
with my ideas and the philosophies
and practices of our district.. The all
day, every day kindergarten and the The county auditor must certify the tax millage rate for
21st century classroom and curricu- the renewals in May, 2009.

lum are but a few of the ideas to
which we are already committed.

revenue. The emergency operating levy first passed in No-
vember, 2005 was rated at 5.99 mills.

The Sheffield -Sheffield Lake City School District contin- Don Breon Tfeé:urer

His attempt to revamp educational ues to improve. We ask for your continued support by vot-

funding is commendable. How well ing for the levy renewals on May 5, 2009.

it will work is yet to be determined.

However, we finally have a govern- The actual levy formula is very confusing. The grid below is an attempt to show
ment leader who does more than how the calculation works. It does not reflect our renewals mentioned above.

talk, he is at least trying to walk.
My concern is that the political
wheeling and dealing, and the self
interests and tunnel vision which
constantly undermines the political
process will change the final product Home Value $100,000.00 $100,000.00 $100,000.00 $100,000.00
into more unfunded mandates and
greater challenges for the local com-

Millage 3.90 4.90 5.99 9.99

munities. If all -day, every day kin- x Assessment Rate 35% 35% 35% 35%
dergarten and 15 -1 class sizes make

the final approved plan, Sheffield - Equals Assessed Value $ 35,000.00 $ 35,000.00 $ 35,000.00 $ 35,000.00
Sheffield Lake will have a serious

B e e B \illage 0.0039 00049  0.00599  0.00999
operating at over a 95% classroom

capacity rate.. The current plan

seems to address the cost of addi- Additional Tax $ 13650 $ 17150 $ 20965 $ 349.65
tional staff, however, the need for

additional class rooms mustalsobe — |oo5 Rollback Credit 10% ~ $ 1365 $ 1715 $ 2097 $  34.97

addressed. The idea of longer school
days and a longer school year have )
both supporters and critics.. There is less Homestead Credit 2.5% $ 341 $ 429 $ 524 $ 8.74

ample evidence to support either or

i) SR, TN COmEs Conm Iy p $ 11944 $ 15006 $ 18344 $ 305.94
to how well the additional time is

used. One thing for sure is that it

will also have a price. Once again,

we hope the final legislative product Cost per month $ 995 $ 1251 $ 1529 $ 25.50
will provide us with the means nec-
SRRy 0 Sl s [ Cost per week $ 230 $ 28 $ 353 $ 588

| sincerely applaud Governor Strick-
landés efforts. | Gostperdayhat we wi 1 P83 $ 041 § 050 $ 0.84
able to applaud the final results. wf
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CURRICULUM NEWS

Preparing todayds youth to succeed in the
teaching and learning. Skills such as global literacy, computer literacy, problem solv-

ing, critical thinking, creativity, and in
ingly interconnected workforce and society. The new kind of learning requires a new
learning skill set. Students today need to know how to think critically and learn how

to filter out irrelevant data, and evaluate what information makes the most sense.

They also use digital tools to take things apart and put them together in new ways. In
our classrooms, the teachers have had to make adaptations to their curriculum and to
instruction to better use these tools to help students. | encourage you to visit many of

t he t eac he rtheyareviecorpoiating stich tools as Web 2.0, video and audio
podcasting, photo slideshows and are usi
differently. Many of the teachers have been trained through the Lorain County ESC to
use resources, such as the search engine Google, in their lessons. Many teachers are
using their classroom webpage to extend learning (24/7) by informing students/parents
about what was learned in class, provide links (pdf documents) of homework assign-
ments and/or worksheets. Additionally, some teachers are using distance learning,
email, video clips, etc. to connect with students from other countries, districts, school
buil dings. This coll aborati on -dnarg sfthése webe q
tools are small and free and yet they allow students to engage in activities that help

them build relationships with others in order to pose and solve problems. Lastly, the

use of the online gradebook system, Pinnacle, has helped students, parents and teach-

ers keep track of student progress instantly. One feature that parents seem to love is

the email feature which automatically emails the parent once an assignment is entered

by the teacher.

ng

For more information on technology and curriculum, visit the curriculum webpage:
http://www.sheffield.k12.0h.us/curriculum/default.aspx

SMS Science Annual Science Fair Award Winners

SMS Annual Science Fair Award Winners (L -R) Front Row: Tracey McCullough, Va-
lery Schaefer, David Rangel, Kyle Hamby Back Row: Danielle Palmer, Bryan De-
cato,Anna Zira, Alex Spanos, Eric Raible, Erik Seiber, Nick Wehler and Matt Seekens

The pictured students won Scientific Achievement Awards at our annual SMS Science
Fair: Anna Zira, David Rangel, Matt Seekin
Wehl er, Val ery Schaefer. Governoros Awards
Palmer, Eric Seiber, Eric Raible, Tracey McCullough, Bryan Decato. Best Project Med-

als: Physics/Math, Anna Zira; Health/Medicine, Eric Raible; Engineering, Alex Spanos

and Matt Seekins; Behavioral Science, David Rangel; Earth/Space Science, Bryan De-

cato; Environmental Science, Tracey McCullough; Biology, Erik Seiber. Exceptional
Achievement Plaques: David Rangel, Tracey McCullough. John F. Bauer Science

Award: Alex Spanos.
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wi ki ldnda Uzxeges, Ph.D.ogs t

"One of the most significant things
parents can do is to help their chil-

dren understand the normalcy and

the value of struggle in mathemat-

ics. Learning math ultimately
gomes¢lonp p gne (igg: (eibily q y |
ity, and choice, 1o put one's brain
around a problem  --to stare past

the confusion, and struggle for-

ward rather than flee." Sutton, S.
(1998) Beyond homework help: Guiding
our children to lasting math success.
ENC Focus for Mathematics and Sci-
ence Education: Family Involvement in
Education, 5 (3).

I dm often asked
can help their child strengthen math
skills. There are a number of things
that you can do and
even know that hel/s
For example: To help your child under-
stand numbers, have them count every-
thing! Count toys, kitchen utensils, and
items of clothing as they come out of

the dryer. Help your child count by
pointing to and moving the objects as

you say each number out loud. Count
forwards and backwards from different
starting places. Use household items to
practice adding, subtracting, multiply-

ing, and dividing.

by

Ask your child to help you solve every-
day number problems. For example:
"Two guests are coming to eat dinner
with us. How many plates do we need?"

Children are competitive and love to
play games- one fun thing to do is to
estimate and t hen see
Estimate the number of steps from
gour fréht dioan to thepealde 6fyourA w a r
yardktlyen walk with yroinchild tafing x
out how many there really are, count -
ing steps as you go.

For more ideas about how you can help
your child with math visit this web-
site: www.mathsupportforparents.com
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