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This is the tenth in a 

series of quarterly news 

letters to our community. 

In these messages we 

hope to keep our stu-

dents,  parents and their 

neighbors up to date on 

whatõs happening in our 

schools. And there are 

always new things hap-

pening. Whenever we 

make changes to any-

thing that we do, the goal 

is always to provide our 

children with an interest-

ing, challenging educa-

tional experience.  
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SMS ADOPTS MSTW MODEL  
  On Nov. 16, 2009 our school board unanimously approved Sheffield Middle Schoolõs participation 

in the Making Middle Grades Work (MMGW) program. MMGW is a òcompanionó program for 

middle schools from High Schools That Work (HSTW.)  We will call it Middle Schools That Work 

(MSTW).   

  In recent years SMS has been òreinventingó itself as a calmer, quieter place, much better focused 

on the business of education than in the  past. Using the MSTW model is the logical next step for 

the SMS faculty and administrators to base a more thorough and rigorous approach to learning.  

  Since the Brookside faculty and administrators adopted the HSTW model it has proven itself 

effective and has led to multiple, consecutive òExcellent Schooló ratings by the Ohio Department 

of Education.  Weõll work collectively  to make MSTW that effective at SMS.  

  òMaking Middle Grades Work will enhance continuity with HSTW as our eighth graders ôbridgeõ 

to high school,ó Dr. Folger said Nov.16. òOver 85 percent of the SMS faculty voted to adopt the 

program and take on the challenge that comes with it.ó 

  òIt took a lot of time and a lot of work but using the HSTW model actually changed the culture of 

Brookside,ó BHS principal Scott Daugherty said. òItõs not just the improved grades the students 

are posting and the awards weõve won as a result of the programõs success; itõs the attitude that 

permeates the school, always challenging us all to do better.ó 

  As it did with HSTW at BHS, implementing the MMGW model at SMS will take a lot of time 

and a lot of work, but we believe our excellent faculty and administrators ñand especially our 

middle grade students ñwill excel in their collective effort to make the MMGW model work effec-

tively. The SMS faculty are well aware of the extra time and effort HSTW meant for their col-

leagues at BHS. A delegation of SMS teachers attended last summerõs HSTW convention and got 

a good look at whatõs involved. SMSõ days of being rated an òEffective Schooló by the ODE (a big 

step up from previous òContinuous Improvementó ratings) are numbered. When the new program 

is fully in place, grades six through twelve in the S -SL Schools will function as a secondary educa-

tion unit that will dazzle colleges and universities with the capabilities, determination and 

achievement displayed by our graduates.  

S-SL STAFF HONORED  

    The National Sci-

ence Teachers Asso-

ciation has honored 

BHSõ own Donna Rini 

with its 2010 Distin-

guished Teaching 

Award. NSTAõs 

Amanda Upton wrote, 

òCongratulations! You 

have been selected by 

The NSTAõs Awards 

and Recognitions 

Committee as the 

recipient of the 2010 NSTA Distinguished Teach-

ing Award. They reviewed many applications and 

yours was chosen as it showcased your exemplary 

science teaching skills and service to science edu-

cationéthe award will be presented during the 

NSTA National Conference Gala in Philadelphia 

on March 19 th . (The award includes hotel and 

travel expenses.) Congratulations, Mrs. Rini!  

   The Science Educa-

tion Council of Ohio 

(SECO) has likewise 

honored Brookside 

Principal Scott 

Daugherty with its 

Administrator 

Award for Leader-

ship in Science edu-

cation. SECO 

Awards Chairman 

Ann Drake wrote, 

òYour leadership and 

dedication to your profession has long been 

recognized by those with whom you work, as 

well as your students and community. SECO 

is pleased to be recognizing you through this 

award. The award ceremony will occur during 

the SECO conference at the Greater Colum-

bus Convention  Center February 25 th.ó Con-

gratulations, Mr. Daugherty!  

"This award is not awarded 

each year. All of the applica-

tions go under the microscope 

of the NSTA Awards and Rec-

ognition Committee for a thor-

ough peer review.  This is the 

only Distinguished Teaching 

Award that an NSTA member 

may receive. The NSTA Dis-

tinguished Teaching Award is 

for extraordinary contribu-

tions that a member makes in 

the field of science teaching. " 

Amanda Upton of NSTA  
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NEW BOARD ORGANIZED    

Sandra Jensen, William Emery, Deborah Moffitt; Standing, Sheila Lopez and Gloria 

Behrendt.  

 Sheila Lopez, elected Nov. 3, 2009, has rejoined our Board of Education after a two -

year hiatus. At the Jan. 11 organizational meeting, board members reelected Bill Em-

ery President and Gloria Behrendt Vice -President. The  Board meets at 6 p.m. on the 

second and fourth Mondays of each month, except for a single meeting in December. 

One meeting per year is held at each of our six buildings. Most meetings are held in 

the conference room at the Administration Building, 1824 Harris Road. Members of 

the public, and especially parents  (and the students themselves) are invited to attend 

the meetings.   

STAFF MEMBERS 

LEARN AMERICAN SIGN 

LANGUAGE  

   It is with great pride that we high-

light a group of individuals who have 

dedicated their personal time to attend 

courses on American Sign Language 

(ASL.)  

  Deb Frederick, Deb Walker, Regina 

Honse, Kim Smith and Diane Stot-

tlemire have completed ASL I and ASL 

II courses and are currently participat-

ing in the ASL III course through the 

Cleveland Hearing and Speech Insti-

tute.  

  Deb Frederick said, òAs a bus driver 

and as my role at Brookside, I want to 

be able to communicate with all of my 

students. This training has not only 

been fun, but itõs been an absolutely 

incredible learning experience!ó 

  Their courses consisted of ASL I, 

which introduced them to the world, 

culture and language of ASL. They 

learned how to fingerspell the alpha-

bet, sign numbers, simple courtesy 

phrases and gain an understanding of 

the structure of ASL.  ASL II allowed 

them to òstep it up a bitó by using what 

theyõd been taught  to improve their 

communication abilities with people 

who are hearing impaired. They also 

learned more vocabulary and more 

complex sentence structures.  

  In the course theyõre currently taking, 

ASL III, they actually communicate 

through sign language as their mode of 

instruction. Their final course will be 

Conversational Sign Language, an in-

tense immersion method of learning 

how to sign. We appreciate the effort 

and dedication these staff members 

have put towards learning how to com-

municate with all of our students. We 

are proud of their accomplishments.  

HATS FOR HAITI FUNDRAISER RAISES $675 AT SMS  

   Our middle school students responded to the appeal to raise funds for Haitian earthquake relief efforts in traditional SMS 

fashionñwith a PTO -sponsored òHearts for Haitió fund-raiser. The penny drive ended on Thursday, Feb. 4 th  (coincidentally a 

òhat dayó Thursday at SMS.) Kids wearing goofy hats (from all three classes) gathered in the cafeteria to pose for a photo and 

hear PTO vice presidents Diana Pierson and Angela Rutledge announce the contest results: The sixth graders won, with a total 

of $223.33, so the next week they were treated to a free pizza lunch by the PTO. The eighth graders were the runner -up class, 

with a total of $182.71, while the seventh grade raised $113.54. The students donated $675 (including about $100 added by the  

PTO) to the relief efforts in Haiti. All the kids in the cafeteria on hat day were in a festive mood and, on a signal from as sistant 

principal Tony Chiaravalle, happily waved their hats and shouted òHats off for Haiti!ó 
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KNOLLWOOD NEWS . . . . .  

PRESCHOOL TUITION  

AM and PM preschool classes are offered at Knollwood Elementary School.  As a reflection of the cost to operate a state unit of 

preschool, the tuition for the 2010 -2011 school year is $1,000.  At the March registration, a payment of $100.00 is required and  

will go towards the first payment of the 2010 -2011 school year.  Starting in September through May, a payment of $100.00 will 

be due on the 1st of each month.  

KINDERGARTEN TUITION  

Sheffield -Sheffield Lake City Schools have adopted a sliding payment scale for All Day Kindergarten classes. Full tuition is 

$2,000 per year, with lower rates for students who qualify for free or reduced lunches. If your child qualifies for the reduc ed 

lunch program, tuition will be 75%, or $1,500. If your child qualifies for free lunch, the tuition will be 50%, or $1,000. Fi rst  pay-

ment will be due September 2 nd, and the amount due will be determined and prorated on a monthly basis after free and reduced 

lunch qualification forms have been completed and returned. Openings are limited! All Day Kindergarten spots will be reserved  

on a first come, first served basis. Registration will be March 11 th  & 12 th  from 9ñ11 a.m. & 1ñ3 p.m. both days, with an eve-

ning registration on the 12 th  only, from 6 ñ8 p.m. Please call Knollwood School  (440 -949-4234) as soon as possible if you are 

interested in having your child attend full day every day kindergarten classes. You will need your childõs birth certificate, im-

munization records, social security card and two proofs of residency to register for full or half -day kindergarten. For full day  

kindergarten, a $200 registration deposit, which will be applied to the yearly tuition, is required. If you live outside the S-SL 

District you must apply for open enrollment. Half day is still free.  Call Marti Fabian @ (440) 949 -4202 for more information.  

 

STATE OF OHIO CHILD IDENTIFICATION KITS  

THANK YOU  Knollwood parents for your cooperation in completing the Child ID Kits.  We had 95% of the forms returned to 

Knollwood!  WAY TO GO.  Thank you for your continuous support!  

VOLUNTEER FINGERPRINTTING AT KINDERGARTEN SCREENING IN MAY  

The Sheffield -Sheffield Lake School district is partnering with the Sheffield Lake Police Department to finger print the kinder-

garten students who come for screening in May.  This is a voluntary and optional service. More information will be posted on 

the Knollwood website.  Please visit the website frequently for updates.  

YMCA/LATCHKEY  

Itõs never too soon to start thinking about the YMCA Summer Day Camp! The Sheffield Lake YMCA Summer Camp will be at 

Tennyson Elementary School from June 14 th  to August 20 th , 2010. Hours are 7 a.m. ñ6 p.m. Monday through Friday. Our field 

trips will be every Monday, Wednesday and Friday and we will be swimming two times a week at the new French Creek YMCA 

in Avon. Registration begins March 15 th , 2010 and the schools will distribute registration forms in February. If you have any 

questions about Summer Camp contact Charity Butch @ 1 -216-310-4260 or cbutch@clevelandymca.org. 

REGISTRATION  

Registration of kindergarten children in the Sheffield -Sheffield Lake City Schools for the 2010 -11 school year will be held on  March  

10th and March 11th at KNOLLWOOD SCHOOL ONLY.   Registration hours will be from 9:00-11:00 am and 1:00 -3:00 pm each 

day.   In addition, there will be an evening registration from 6:00-8:00 pm on March 11th only.  

  

REMEMBER: KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION WILL ONLY BE HELD AT KNOLLWOOD REMEMBER: KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION WILL ONLY BE HELD AT KNOLLWOOD   

Kindergarten is now mandatory. Parents, please be advised that effective July 1, 1990 all children are required to successful ly com-

plete kindergarten before being admitted to first grade.  Children need not be present at the  time of registration.  Be sure  to bring 

the following information to the registration: To qualify children must be five years of age by August 1st.   

(1) The child's birth certificate, a child cannot be registered without a birth certificate   a child cannot be registered without a birth certificate     

(2) If there's been a divorce, proof of legal custody must be shown.  Only the natural, custodial parent or legal guardian ca n register 

a child.  

(3) The child's Social Security number  

(4) Proof of immunization.  State law requires that a child must have completed - or be in the process of completing the followi ng 

before they may attend school (but NOT before registration) 4 Combined Diphtheria, Tetanus & Whooping Cough (DPT). If 

these were given  before their 4 th  birthday then a fifth shot will be needed.  

  2 MMR (Measles, Mumps, Rubella) The first one done after the 1 st birthday.  

  3 Hepatitis B  

  2 Varicella (Chicken Pox) on or after the 1 st birthday 2 nd dose before kindergarten entry.  

(5) Two proofs of residency (such as voter registration, utility bills, lease agreement, etc.) It is very important that chil dren be regis-

tered for school at this time so that the school may determine class size, and have necessary supplies on hand the first day 

of school.  We appreciate your cooperation.  

mailto:cbutch@clevelandymca.org
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   The first part of BHS Band Director Dale Hildebrandõs three-

part article, òThe Triple ôAõs of Student Leadership was pub-

lished in the first 2010 issue of TRIAD, the official publication 

of OMEA, the Ohio Music Education Association. The òtriple 

Aõsó are spelled out in the articleõs subtitle, òAttitude deter-

mines Actions which determine the Achievement of the group.ó 

Januaryõs article deals with how music educators can teach 

their students how to take effective leadership roles within any 

ensemble. The key is leadership 

by example, integrity, morality 

and a sense of responsibility, 

which, as any member of Brook-

sideõs Marching Band, Concert 

Band, Wind Ensemble or Jazz 

Band can tell you, is what Mr. 

Hildebrand is all about. òGetting 

your students on board with your 

goals is the first and most impor-

tant thing to do for your group,ó 

Mr. Hildebrand wrote, òonce you 

and they are working toward the 

same goals you will be surprised 

at the focus and level of enthusi-

asm your group has.ó 

MR. HILDEBRAND PUBLISHED  

   Social studies teacher Andrew 

Smith and language arts teachers 

at Sheffield Middle Schooléare 

beginning their third year of an 

outreach service project that be-

gan in conjunction with their 

study of the 1995 bombing of the 

Alfred P. Murrah Federal Build-

ing. Using stuffed animals left on 

the fence, students create stories 

of hope and comfort for children. 

Each student selects an animal to 

be the focus of his story, which is 

illustrated and made into a book.  

   "Last year was our second year of the project and our stu-

dents collectively created over 170 stories," said Smith. "These 

stories, accompanied with their animals, were publicly pre-

sented to the protective caseworkers at Lorain County Chil-

dren Services. The animals and stories made their way into the 

lives of foster children throughout the Cleveland, Ohio, area. 

The appreciation and thanks were overwhelming!"  

   SMS Social Studies teacher Andrew Smith was a Teaching 

Fellow at the Oklahoma City National Memorial during the 

summer of 2006.  When Mr. Smith returned, he brought with 

him vivid lessons about domestic terrorism and the bombing of 

the Federal Building.  He also brought back some of the stuffed 

animals that had been left on the fence surrounding the build-

ing (during the FBI investigation) as memorials to the168 vic-

tims (including 19 children) killed in the bombing. SMSõ Eng-

lish teachers used those stuffed animals to inspire student -

authored books given to Lorain County Children Services to 

brighten the lives of children in foster care. The Oklahoma City 

National Memorial recognized those efforts in publications and 

on their website: http://www.oklahomacitynationalmemorial. 

org/secondary. 

MR. SMITH RECOGNIZED  
   Mr. Mark Cizl, SMS Band Di-

rector, District Video Club Advi-

sor and BHS Bowling Team 

Coach will be inducted into the 

Lorain Bowling Associationõs 

Hall of Fame for meritorious ser-

vice on May 14. Mr. Cizl joins 

both his parents, Eleanor and the 

late Harry B. Cizl, as members of 

the Hall of Fame, which makes 

the honor even more special for 

him. SMS teacher and coach Mr. 

Jack Petrucci, nominated Mr. 

Cizl because, òMarkõs a very dedi-

cated individual, and he puts his all into everything he does, 

including bowling. Heõs been coaching the high school team for 

years and heõs served as secretary of our Wednesday night 

league for almost 30 years. Markõs always done everything he 

could to promote bowling. He deserves this honor.ó 

MR. CIZL IN BOWLING HALL OF FAME  

   William Barr Elementary, home of our 

fourth graders, won the voting by 1,700 

votes and was featured as the òFox 8 

Cool School of the Weekó on February 

11th . PTO Vice President Barb Parker 

nominated Barr for the òCool Schooló 

and Barr won the voting over two other 

nominated schools from Euclid and 

Strongsville. Since McDonalds is a spon-

sor of  òCool Schools,ó Ronald McDonald 

accompanied a Fox 8 cameraman to 

Barr on February 9 th  and filmed for over 

an hour, focusing mostly on classroom  

STUFFED ANIMALS FROM THE FENCE 

PROVIDE COMFORT FOR CHILDREN IN 

OHIO  

 BARR  FEATURED AS òCOOL SCHOOLó BY FOX 8 TV 

technology. In addition to the òCool  

Schooló feature, three Barr students,  

Melissa Hall, Remy Burger and Milan 

Seiber, traveled to the Fox 8 studio and par-

ticipated in the òCoffee Quiz.ó They were 

able to observe all the behind the scenes 

action of a TV news show while they waited 

their turn on camera. This was a wonderful 

learning experience for our students ñas 

well as for the adults who accompanied them 

to Cleveland. Congratulations, Barr 

Schoolñyouõre cool! 

ALUMNI GALLERY 

OF SUCCESS  

  Nominate Brookside alumni 

whose achievements add to the 

reputation of S -SL Schools. Please 

go to www.sheffield.k12.oh.us  to 

download an application and read 

more about this new annual 

award. Or you can pick one up at 

the BHS main office. Deadline for 

nominations is May 31, 2010.  The 

first installation ceremony will 

take place Homecoming weekend  

The Cardinal Quarterly  
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     While everyone else was still sleeping in 

on the morning of Nov. 7, a dozen eighth 

grade students woke up early and boarded a 

bus with Mr. Ruble to head to NASA Glenn 

Research Center. They competed in the 

Young Astronaut Day activities. The follow-

ing students represented SMS during the day 

of competition:  Montana Banner, Brandon 

Bellman, Jessi Brown -Powers, Desiree Cour-

tock, Bryan Decato, Jeremy Holley, Victoria 

Roland, Elizabeth Sites, Nick Sobotka, Alex 

Spanos, Janette Stafford, and Nick Wehler.   

 

     There were 13 teams in the Commander 

Division (grades 7 -12) and the students com-

peted in 4 different events.  The events in-

cluded: 

Space Suit Design  - using various materials 

to design a protective suit to simulate protect-

ing astronauts from micrometeor impacts in 

space 

Rocket Car Design  - using vinegar and baking 

soda as the propellant  

Planetary Rover Design  - using LEGO Mind-

storms to create a rover which would com-

plete a trip across a simulated planetary sur-

face 

Aerodynamic Drag Challenge  - designing a 

shape using specified materials allowing for 

the least amount of drag possible when tested 

in a wind tunnel  

 

    Congratulations to all of the students for 

persevering in their challenges.  òAfter the 

first round of judging out of several rounds, 

we were in last or near last in every event. 

Our key was persistence and learning from 

our mistakes and flaws.   We were successful 

in bringing home 2 first places and a third 

place finish from NASA.ó    

   Every third Thursday of the month 

friendships reach across generations 

as many of the senior residents of 

Wesleyan Village come to visit with 

Tennysonõs third graders.  These vis-

its help to develop a strong relation-

ship between the residents and the 

students.  In November and December 

they make Thanksgiving centerpieces, 

sing carols, share traditions and read 

holiday stories.  The rest of the year 

they work on projects, read together, 

write together and share experiences.  

The seniors and students become pen 

pals by corresponding throughout the 

school year.  The program culminates 

with the third graders going to 

Wesleyan Village to visit their senior 

friends in their home. They have 

lunch, take a tour and even share a 

Bingo game. This is the eighth year of 

the program which benefits and en-

riches all involved.  As one of our 

third graders said after this monthõs 

visit, òThe senior I sat next to really 

likes me!ó 

SENIORS AND STU-

DENTS - BUILDING 

FRIENDSHIPS   

   Frankie McCullough, a fourth grade student at William Barr  has won the American Race Cars/Bear 

Motorsports Junior Dragster Novice Championship trophy two years in a row on the famous drag strip 

at Summit Motorsports Park in Norwalk, Ohio.  

   Frankie, extremely modest for a drag racer, didnõt even tell anyone at Tennyson when he won his 

first championship as a third grader in 2008. Frankie comes by his interest in drag racing naturally, 

since his dad, Kevin McCullough, races a 1971 Camaro at Summit Motorsports Park and Frankie has 

been traveling to the track with the family since before he could walk, despite his momõs nervousness 

about the effect of the noise of the dragsters on his hearing (he wears his òearmuffsó grudgingly.) 

Frankie actually started saving money to buy his junior dragster at the age of two! Last season 

Frankie won the 2009 Junior Dragster trophy as well, and heõs undefeated in all the races heõs run for 

two years. Summit Motorsports Parkõs website has actually issued òwarningsó to other drivers as 

Frankie prepares to move up to the next age class:  

  òFor the time being, the remainder of the American Race Cars/Bear Motorsports  junior dragster competitors had better get 

ready, because Frankie is looking forward to the new season. Those of you in Super Pro (class) should probably take note that  

you only have six years left to get prepared for him!ó As for Frankie, he says, òI just want to race!ó 

BARR STUDENT IS  JR DRAGSTER CHAMP  

NASA YOUNG ASTRONAUT 

DAY  

   Congratulations to the following stu-

dents who won awards at SMSõ annual 

Science Fair in February: Geoffrey 

Sherrill, Sarah Pickens, Frank 

Kaczmarczyk, Kenneth Pierson and 

Ethan Neeley won Scientific Achieve-

ment Awards. Cameron Drew, Ryan 

Oberg, Maxwell Wolford, Daniel Petti-

cord, Ryan Kuhn, David Rangel and 

Bryson Min won Principalõs Awards. 

Noah Krems, Kenneth Pierson, David 

Rangel, Ed Kovalik, Kyle Houston, Vic-

toria Kravec and Ryan Oberg won Gov-

ernorõs Awards. Best Project Medal win-

ners were: Bryson Min and Brendan 

Wonder for physics/math; James Woods 

for chemistry; Ed Kovalik for 

health/medicine; Stefan Knack and 

Creighton Jensen for engineering; David 

Rangel for behavioral science; Ivan Men-

doza for earth/space science; and Kyle 

Houston for environmental science.  

   Brendan Wonder  and Creighton Jen-

sen also received Exceptional Achieve-

ment Plaques and Bryson Min (center) 

won the John F. Bauer Science Award.  

Frankie McCullough  

SMS SCIENCE FAIR 

AWARD WINNERS  


